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Abstract

Research Process: Creating the Codes

My Ph.D. dissertation addresses the contentious issue of American health
care reform policy through systemically uncovering the types of frames
used by both presidents and media samples at 3 critical junctures in U.S.
history. Framing literature has been growing rapidly as political science
and political communication scholars seek to understand the power
structures that shape policy and public opinion (Entman 2004). Empirical
studies conducted on media framing of policy issues confirm the
importance of framing scholarship and the existence of opposing
viewpoints in public discourse (Dorfman et al., 2013). Frames are used by
politicians and media elites to discuss and problematize health care
reform. Some of the most prominent frames in health care reform policy
include the human rights vs. market commodity frames, raising the
question of whether health care is a human right or a privilege; whether
every person should have access to it, or whether it is primarily a good to
be purchased. Individualism, Collectivism, States’ rights and Federalism
are further major ways in which health care is problematized in American
public discourse. MAXQDA supports the transformation of these
discourses into frames through a deductive and inductive process.

The coding process began starting with 6 deductive categories,
which were the six major discourses on health care. Over 30
categories developed inductively through reading texts. Re-grouping
these codes into 5 overarching parent codes creates the main
“frames”. To simplify:
Six major discourses (Rights, Market, Individualism, Collectivity,
Federalism and States) à applied deductively to texts à reworked
into inductive frame categories (parent codes)

Start with the identified
6 major discourses on
health care reform in the
U.S. Make these into
parent codes for the first
coding process.
1. Start with the
discourses

2. Code with the 6
discourses and create
inductive sub-codes
Using the identified
major 6 discourses,
code inductively by
creating new categories
based on what the
speeches and media
samples are discussing

Methods and Code System
All relevant Presidential speeches (specifically addressing health care
reform) from the Johnson, Clinton and Obama presidencies were selected
for each of the 3 time periods through the American Presidency Project
database. Similarly, media samples were retrieved from Proquest (NYT)
searching +1-1 day from each speech delivered, and the top 4 were
selected sorted by relevance. The “Overview of Memos” function in
MAXQDA was used extensively to track patterns in the speeches and
media samples.

At the end of the first coding
round, the code book will
have a massive number of
codes. Re-group the codes
into new categories (no more
than 5-8). The re-grouping
process is the process by
which the public discourses,
and the codes can become
identified as frames.
3. Re-group codes

Figure 3. Coding Process

Figure 4. Overview of Parent Codes showing frames

Figure 5. Code Co-Occurrence indicating “Frame Interaction”

Discussion

Figure 1. Code System: Parent and sub-codes

Figure 2. Using MAXQDA’s memo function to summarize and keep
track of hundreds of media samples

MAXQDA is a tool that can be systematically used to conduct a
frame analysis, demonstrating in this case how health care is
framed through presidents and media samples – and
demonstrating the co-occurrence or interaction of certain frames
that appear in combination with others. MAXQDA can bridge a
much-needed gap in methodically helping frame analysis to
become a more objective study.
Throughout the course of the 3 junctures (1960s, 1990s and
2010) the speeches analyzed show a trend of presidential framing
of the issue primarily as one of cost control.
The code co-occurrence or “interaction” between the frames is
one of the most relevant findings, as it supports the notion of
mixed framing; using more than one frame to advance a
message.
Systemically coding speeches and media samples allows media
and political communication scholars to work towards developing
new models of policy issue framing.
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